THE FREE TRADE MOVEMENT
tial treatment was accorded to the colonies in the various
corn laws.
The repeal of the corn laws was the achievement of the
Anti-Corn Law League under the leadership of Richard
Cobden and John Bright. elt is necessary for the concentra-
tion of a people's mind that an individual should become
the incarnation of a principle.5 Thus wrote Cobden; and so
successfully did he embody the principle of free trade that
in Peel's view/the name which ought to be chiefly associated
with the [repeal] is the name of Richard Cobden.yfn 1838
the prime minister, Lord Melbourne, had informed all
petitioners for the repeal of the corn laws that *they must
look for no decided action on the part of the government until
they had made it quite clear that the majority of the nation
were strongly in favour of a new policy.' The price of wheat
had then risen to 775. a quarter, and Manchester accepted
the challenge. The Anti-Corn Law League was formed
(1839) in place of a previous organization which had made
little headway. The prospects of success at the moment did
not appear rosy. The landlords displayed the utmost deter-
mination to resist the attack upon the last stronghold in
which they were now entrenched. The founders of the League
were told;/You may as well try to over-turn the monarchy;'/
while Lord Melbourne declared that the proposal to repeal
the corn laws was the most insane proposition which ever
entered a human head. The House of Commons still repre-
senting in the main the landed interest refused to take
into consideration petitions against the corn laws. However
the reform of Parliament had opened the way for movements
to organize public opinion and by constitutional agitation
bring pressure to bear upon the legislature. Inspired by the
example of the Catholic Association which had achieved
Catholic Emancipation a decade earlier, the League actively
bestirred itself. Subscriptions poured in and large sums of
money were collected to conduct a propaganda campaign.
'Tons' of tracts were distributed: hundreds of public meetings
were held in town and country. The League sent missionaries
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